
From: Hurlin, David
To: Pugliese, Holly
Subject: FW: EPA Exemption EXT 2020-NOVEMBER-LD-TEST-I-13811
Date: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:36:43 AM
Attachments: Testing Exemption Final 3-06.pdf

 
 
David C. Hurlin
EPA Imports Line, Exemptions
Managed by Jacobs, Contractor to the U.S. EPA
Phone: (734) 214-4098 or 4100
Fax: (734) 214-4676
 

From: Hurlin, David 
Sent: Friday, October 29, 2021 2:12 PM
To: mirox@aol.com
Subject: RE: EPA Exemption EXT 2020-NOVEMBER-LD-TEST-I-13811
 
Miro Kefurt,
You should apply for a testing exemption for those vehicle prior to them being shipped.
 
 
David C. Hurlin
EPA Imports Line, Exemptions
Managed by Jacobs, Contractor to the U.S. EPA
Phone: (734) 214-4098 or 4100
Fax: (734) 214-4676
 

From: mirox@aol.com <mirox@aol.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 29, 2021 2:06 PM
To: Hurlin, David <hurlin.david@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: EPA Exemption EXT 2020-NOVEMBER-LD-TEST-I-13811
 
Hello Mr. Hurlin:
 
Thank you very much for granting the testing exemption extension.
 
I have a quick question for you.
 
We have decided to purchase two more vehicles directly from UAZ for testing, for which we already paid
(I have invoice) and we have just received the VIN numbers that were assigned to them yesterday.
 
The vehicles are yet to be shipped from Russia to USA.
 
Can I submit the exemption request for those two vehicles with just the invoice and VIN, or do I have to
wait till they are actually shipped.
 
Of course I will provide exact details why those vehicles are also needed in the new exemption request,
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Testing Exemption from Section 203(a)(3) of The Clean Air Act 
 
 
Section 203(b)( 1 of the Clean Air Act (Act) provides that the Administrator may grant exemptions from the 
prohibitions of section 203(a) of the Act including tampering prohibitions of section 203(a)(3)(A) and (8) ‘for the 
purposes of research, investigations, studies, demonstrations, or training, or for reasons of national security. The 
original testing exemption regulations, 40 CFR section 85.1701 et seq., entitled “Exclusion and Exemption of Motor 
Vehicles and Motor Vehicle Engines” were finalized on September 10, 1974at 39 Federal Register 32609. As 
initially promulgated, an exemption was available only to automobile manufacturers. Section 203(a)(3)(A) of the 
Act, as amended, prohibits any person from removing or rendering inoperative any emissions control device or 
element of design installed on or in a motor vehicle or motor vehicle engine prior to its sale and delivery to an 
ultimate purchaser. It further prohibits any person from knowingly removing or rendering inoperative any such 
device or element of design after such sale and delivery. The maximum civil penalty for a violation of this section is 
$44,539.  


The 1990 Amendments of the Act broadened the existing tampering prohibitions concerning in-use vehicles by 
amending section 203(a)(3)(B) to prohibit all persons from manufacturing, selling, offering to sell or installing any 
part where a principal effect is to bypass, defeat, or render inoperative any emission control device or element of 
design installed on or in a motor vehicle or motor vehicle engine and where the person knows or should know that 
such part is being offered for sale or installed for such use. The maximum civil penalty for a violation of this section 
is $44,539. 


 
Federal law now prohibits the removal or rendering inoperative of emission control devices or elements of design by 
the vehicle owner. The Federal law is applicable to all motor vehicles and motor vehicle engines required to meet 
emission standards under the Clean Air Act since 1968. 


In response to the 1977 Amendments, EPA amended the September 10, 1974 regulations in order to change the 
eligibility requirements of the testing exemption regulations to allow ANY PERSON to request an exemption. These 
amendments were promulgated on March 3, 1980 at 45 Federal Register 13733. The 1990 Amendments do not 
necessitate any further amendments to the regulations. 


Any person requesting a testing exemption pursuant to these regulations must submit a letter to EPA which 
provides the following information:  


1. A concise statement of purpose which shows that the proposed test program has an appropriate basis; 
research, investigations, studies, demonstrations or training.  


2. That the proposed test program necessitates the granting of an exemption. That is, that the stated purpose 
cannot be achieved without performing or causing to be performed one or more of the prohibited acts under 
section 203(a) of the Act.  


3. That the proposed test program exhibits reasonableness in its scope. The program must have a duration of 
reasonable length and affect a reasonable number of vehicle or engines. Required items of information 
include: (a) an estimate of the program duration; (b) the number of vehicles or engines involved; and (c) year 
and gross vehicle weight rating of each vehicle or engine.  


4. That the proposed test program exhibits a degree of control consistent with the purpose of the program and 
EPA’s monitoring requirements. As a minimum, required items of information include: (a) the technical 
nature of the test; (b) the site of the test; (c) the time or mileage duration of the test; (d) the ownership 
arrangement with regard to the vehicles or engines involved in the test; (e) the intended final disposition of 
the vehicles or engines; (f) the manner in which vehicle identification numbers or the engine serial numbers 
will be identified, recorded, and made available; and (g) the means or procedure whereby test results will be 
recorded. 


 







      * You must also include the current location of the vehicle(s)/engine(s) at the time of the exemption 
request, also you will need to include Year, Make, Model, VIN or Serial Number of the vehicle or 
engine.  


 
If upon review, EPA decides that the granting of an exemption is appropriate, a memorandum of exemption will 


be sent to the applicant. The memorandum will set forth the basis for the exemption, and its scope, and such terms 
and conditions as are deemed necessary. Such terms and conditions will generally include, but are not limited to, 
agreements by the e applicant to conduct the exempt activity in the manner described to EPA, create and maintain 
adequate records accessible to EPA at reasonable times, to employ labels for the exempt engines or vehicles setting 
forth the nature of the exemption, to take appropriate measures to assure the terms  of the exemption are met and to 
advise EPA of the termination of the activity and the ultimate disposition of the vehicles or engines.  At the end of 
the test program the applicant must regain physical possession of the vehicles or engines and either remove them 
from commerce by storing or scrapping or return them to a certified configuration. 


Any exemption granted pursuant to these regulations shall be deemed to cover any subject vehicle or engine only 
to the extent that the specified terms and conditions are complied with. A breach of any term or condition shall cause 
the exemption to be void ab initio with respect to any vehicle or engine. 


    Requests for exemptions or further information concerning exemptions and/or the exemption request review 
procedure should be addressed to: 


 
Attn: David C. Hurlin 


Environmental Protection Agency 
Compliance Division 


Light-Duty Vehicle Center 
2000 Traverwood Drive 
Ann Arbor, MI    48105 


                                                                           Phone: (734) 214-4098 
                                                                           Fax: (734) 214-4676 
                                                                           Email: Imports@epa.gov  


Managed by Jacobs 


Testing  
The vehicle or engine is being imported for testing purposes involving research, investigations, studies, 


demonstrations or training. The vehicle or engine may be operated on public roads provided such operation is an 
integral part of the test program. Anyone may import a vehicle for testing purposes; however, EPA requires a 
Customs bond.  


The importer carries the burden of proving that the proposed test program constitutes an appropriate basis for an 
exemption, and must satisfy all the requirement# of 40 CFR 85.1705.  


Requirements 


Importer must file with U.S. Customs, upon entry, an EPA Form 3520-1 declaring code “I” 


Importer must post a bond with U.S. Customs. 


  Restrictions 
 


Vehicle may not be driven on public roads and highways in the U.S. except as an integral part of the test 
program as described. 







but briefly these are the reasons:
 
1.) The two vehicles we already have are quipped with anti rust injection of "paste" that tends to melt at
high temperatures (120 to 140 F) and since it is petroleum based, evaporative tests that were conducted
in Europe have identified this as reason for "fail" even if no fuel is in the vehicle.
 
Since it is injected into the body during manufacture it is impossible to remove it once it is assembled.
 
Thus the two new vehicles have been manufactured without this "filler" so we can conduct accurate
evaporative tests in USA.
 
2.) Both vehicles we already have are Automatic Transmission, and over the last year promoting the
vehicles on our website and consulting with potential future dealers we have surprisingly found out that
there is very high interest in Manual Transmission 4x4 SUV - originally we had no intention to market any
vehicles without Automatic Transmission in USA. However since AT and MT requires separate Certificate
of Compliance, we need one of the SUV with MT for initial evaluation to determine if indeed the vehicle
performs so it would be suitable for US customers.
 
Only ONE of the two vehicles will be SUV with MT (and without the "anti-rust")
 
3.) The UAZ also just started to make PICKUP like MPV with 4 doors and small cargo bed, that is built on
identical chassis with the SUV (same engine and AT), so we would like to have both vehicle versions on
the same CoC and CARB EO, but need to determine which of the two (SUV or PICKUP) is the "worse
case" vehicle. On which the final certification testing will be conducted.
 
This one is MPV with AT (and also without the "anti-rust")
 
 
So can I apply for the exemption for these two new vehicles now, or should I wait until they are
ready to be shipped ?
 
Thanks you for your assistance.
 
 
Sincerely
 
Miro Kefurt
CEO
BREMACH, Inc.
 

-----Original Message-----
From: Hurlin, David <hurlin.david@epa.gov>
To: mirox@aol.com <mirox@aol.com>
Sent: Fri, Oct 29, 2021 9:31 am
Subject: EPA Exemption EXT 2020-NOVEMBER-LD-TEST-I-13811

Miro Kefurt,
Attached is your EPA Testing exemption letter (extension). You will need to send documentation that the
vehicles have been exported or destroyed at the end of the exemption so I can remove it from my list
(copy of export paperwork and a copy of this letter).
 
 
David C. Hurlin
EPA Imports Line, Exemptions
Managed by Jacobs, Contractor to the U.S. EPA
Phone: (734) 214-4098 or 4100
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Fax: (734) 214-4676
 


